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A Matter of Conscience, Principle and Heart

Re: Threats received by the Cornelius Cardew Concerts Trust from “UK Lawyers for Israel”

CCCT Statement, November 21, 2024

The Cornelius Cardew Concerts Trust (CCCT) condemns the thuggery exhibited by the
organisation “UK Lawyers for Israel” (UKLFI) when it demanded that the CCCT cancel its concert
“The World Stands with Palestine” on November 15. The concert was to be held at Morley College
to whom the UKLFI also wrote a threatening letter which the College did not think it could ignore.
Given the kind of hooligan attacks which the world had just witnessed carried out by Zionist thugs
in Amsterdam, it is no wonder the College felt threatened.

In its letter to the CCCT, the UKLFI declared, “Your event, which lauds Palestinian ‘resistance’, will
be intimidating and offensive for any Jewish, Israeli or Zionist visitors.” It cites "possible breaches of
the law" - the Terrorism Act 2000 ("supporting a proscribed organisation”), the Equality Act 2010
("harassing Jews, Israelis or Zionists") and Charity Commission guidelines ("presenting Hamas' point
of view").

It is a well-known principle of international law, recently once again reaffirmed by the
International Court of Justice, that to support the Palestinians’ right to resist their occupying power
is neither a crime nor illegal. What is of concern is how the likes of the UKLFI - whose "Charitable
Arm", we are informed, is itself under investigation by the Charity Commission - can run around
threatening reprisals by quoting all these laws and attempt to intimidate those who host musical
events, or any events in support of the Palestinian people's resistance to genocide for that matter.

We recall how, on another occasion, all venues hosting cultural events which featured Russian
musicians, artists, composers, dancers or other cultural personalities were told by Britain's official
circles to close down the performances on pain of draconian reprisals. Many were forced to close
not because they supported what the government was doing but because of the hooligans
threatening theatre and concert goers with violence against which the venues were not insured or
protected.

Such attacks by Zionist hooligans against people of Arab origin is precisely what took place
recently in Amsterdam which the BBC, Sky News and 7he New York Times managed to declare
was an anti-Jewish pogrom - a statement also made by the Mayor of Amsterdam which she had
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the courage to apologise for once the irrefutable proof that it was Zionist thuggery became
known by the public.

The laws quoted by the UKLFI to threaten reprisals have themselves been rejected time and time
again by the hundreds of thousands of people across Britain who have stood up in defence of their
right to speak out against the genocide of the Palestinian people in Gaza by the Israeli occupying
power and in support of the movement to resist occupation and the denial of the Palestinian
people’s right to be.

Now that it is also known that the crime of starvation has been added to the war crimes that the
occupying power is committing against the people of Gaza, thuggery of the kind exhibited by
UKLFI will not find acceptance in Britain either. It is an act of desperation of the kind that the
people in this country oppose with all their being and always have, as indeed is the case with the
peoples all over the world with whom we stand as one.

The threats and pernicious accusations of the UKLFI against the CCCT aim to spread fear. In this
regard, they represent the latest tactic of the Zionists who are using lawyers in various countries to
threaten people and silence their voice.

This is by no means an isolated example, with evidence of a considerable number of cases where
organisations have cancelled events after threats from the UKLFI. Amongst others, a south London
community centre felt obliged to cancel an event featuring Palestinian American poet Remi
Kanazi.

Opposing such things is a matter of conscience, a matter of principle and a matter of heart.

The musicians and composers who organised this CCCT concert, have composed new music and
organised to share their compositions and performances with the public. They have done so in
deepest sympathy with the suffering Palestinian people and in response to their heroic struggle for
their very existence. They reject this latest attempt to silence their music and their voices and to
illegalise music itself through scaring composers and performers to remain silent and bullying the
concert venue itself.

The Cornelius Cardew Concerts Trust informs the public that it is engaged in taking legal advice
and that it will hold the concert as soon as feasible despite the threats from the likes of the UKLFI.
The Concerts Trust has received broad and extensive support for its stand, with many expressions
of outrage at the thuggery of this group whose aims are not in the least aligned with those of the
people of this country.

The concert “The World Stands With Palestine” is consistent with the lofty ideals of humanity
which the CCCT has always upheld. The CCCT is devoted to contributing to enlightenment and
progress in every field, and stands firmly in the mainstream of human endeavour. Its objectives as
a charity include encouraging the “greater understanding and appreciation of new music
generally, and particularly British new music of which Cornelius Cardew was a pathfinder,” and
“encouraging composers, particularly young composers, to write such new music for the public
benefit.”

The concert “The World Stands With Palestine” stands firmly within those objectives. The CCCT
calls on all to take a stand against the threats of reprisals from the "UK Lawyers for Israel”.

Stand with Palestine - it is a matter of conscience, principle and heart!
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